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Supplementary specific regulations on importing circus an-
imals from the EU  
 

This document forms an integral part of the import regulations published on the website of the Federal 

Food Safety and Veterinary Office (FSVO) – for full information, see www.blv.admin.ch. 

 
A “circus” is deemed to be any travelling exhibition or fair that includes one or more animals. These import 
regulations apply for temporary importation in the context of a tour, the rules on circuses apply mutatis 

mutandis to animal acts.  
 
Notes: 

1. A permit in line with species conservation laws is necessary for importing any CITES animals or 
other animals of non-domesticated species, see FSVO website > Import of protected species of ani-
mals and plants. 
2. A licence from the cantonal veterinary office is necessary for keeping wild animals, trading in or 
advertising with animals, for animal shows, small animal markets, zoos, circuses and animal experi-
ments. With all licences required by local authorities and/or cantons, applications for the whole 
tour must be submitted in good time before the animals enter the country. The licence required by 
animal welfare legislation (according to Articles 41 et seq. of the animal welfare ordinance, available 
in German / French / Italian) is granted by the canton in which the circus or travelling animal show is to 
hold its first performance. 
 

 
Import regulations: 
 

No animal health import permit from the FSVO is needed for importing circus animals from the EU, 
provided the conditions of EC Regulation 1739/2005 are met. 

1. The circus must be registered with the authorities concerned in the country where the circus is le-
gally domiciled at least 40 days before it leaves this country. The circus is issued with an individual 
circus registration number. 

2. The authorities responsible issue an animal register and performance register, subject to compli-
ance with animal health regulations. 

3. An animal passport must be issued for every circus animal. For birds and rodents, a group passport 
must be issued as shown in the model in Annex IV of EC Regulation 1739/2005. For dogs, cats and 
ferrets, a pet passport must be issued, and the standard import regulations apply at the bottom of the 
page “Importing dogs, cats and ferrets from the EU”. For horses and other equids, a horse passport 
must be issued as stipulated in the regulations of EU Decision 93/623/EC. For all other animals, an 
animal passport must be issued as shown in the model in Annex III of EC Regulation 1739/2005. 
 
A circus may not travel on until approved by the official veterinarian in the country of origin. For this 
approval, the official veterinarian has to check that the animal register and animal passports of all cir-
cus animals are up to date. Furthermore, the point of departure must not be subject to a quarantine 
because of diseases to which the animals in the circus are susceptible. The circus cannot travel on 
until the official veterinarian has entered the inspection of the documents in the so-called performance 
register and signed the entry. 

http://www.blv.admin.ch/


2019-01-15/144  2/2 

After import, the circus animals are subject to official veterinarian monitoring according to the in-
structions of the cantonal veterinary officer responsible, which has to be continued at the next stop on 
the tour. The regulations applicable in this case are adapted to the circumstances. Since bi-ungulates 
and birds imported as circus animals in particular do not (have to) have the same health status as 
Swiss (farm) animals, contact with the latter must primarily be avoided by means of appropriate 
measures. 
 

 
Import documents: 
 
When circus animals cross the border, they must be accompanied by the current animal register, 
which is checked by the official veterinarian before the circus travels on, and by the animal passports 
and the performance register (see above). These documents and also all other documents and licenc-
es needed for the tour must be to hand at all times for presentation to the inspection authorities on 
request. In addition, the official veterinarian in the country of origin must notify the dispatch by means 
of the TRACES1 system. 
 
 

1 TRACES (Trade Expert Control System): integrated veterinary information system as set forth in Decision 2003/24/EC. For the 

trade in animal and part-animal goods, the system provides a platform of information exchange between the veterinary authori-

ties in the country of origin and the country of destination.  

 


