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Explanation on the completion and interpretation of item II.1 d) of TRACES cer-
tificates for poultry from the EU (animal health certificates according to Council 
Directive 2009/158/EC (formerly 90/539/EEC)) 
 
The Swiss poultry population is considered to be “officially free from Newcastle Disease 
(“pseudo-fowl pest”) and not vaccinated against the disease”. According to the bilateral 
agreements, consignments of poultry for shipment to Switzerland must therefore satisfy addi-
tional guarantees. The official veterinarian responsible in the country of origin has to confirm 
in the certificate sample applicable in each case that the “poultry” conforms to the require-
ments laid down in Article 15 of Council Directive 2009/158/EC (formerly Article 12 of Direc-
tive 90/539EEC). Depending on the poultry category, the following conditions apply: 
 
 
a) hatching eggs:  

must come from flocks which are: 
- not vaccinated, or 
- vaccinated using inactivated vaccine, or 
- vaccinated using live vaccine, provided that vaccination has taken place at least 

30 days before the collection of the hatching eggs; 
 
 
b) day-old chicks (included chicks intended for restocking supplies of game):  

must not be vaccinated against Newcastle disease, and must come from: 
- hatching eggs satisfying the conditions in a), and 
- a hatchery where working practice ensures that such eggs are incubated at com-

pletely separate times and locations from eggs not satisfying the conditions in a) 
 
 

c) breeding and productive poultry (included poultry for restocking supplies of game): 
must: 
- not be vaccinated against Newcastle disease, and 
- have been isolated 14 days before consignment, at either a holding or a quaran-

tine station under the supervision of the official veterinarian. In this connections, 
no poultry at the holding of origin or quarantine station, as applicable, may have 
been vaccinated against Newcastle disease during the 21 days preceding con-
signment and no bird which is not due for consignment may have entered  the 
holding or the quarantine station during that time; in addition, no vaccination may 
be carried out in the quarantine stations, and 

- have undergone, during the 14 days preceding consignment, representative sero-
logical testing, with negative results, to detect Newcastle disease antibodies in 
accordance with detailed rules adopted pursuant to the procedure laid down in Ar-
ticle 33 (2); 

- Details of the test methods: see Commission Decision 92/340/EEC.  
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d) slaughter poultry:  

must come from flocks which 

- if not vaccinated against Newcastle disease, satisfy the requirements in the third 
indent of c); 

- if vaccinated have undergone, during the 14 days preceding consignment  and on 
the basis of a representative sample, a test to isolate Newcastle disease virus  
complying with detailed rules adopted in accordance with the procedure laid down 
in Article 33 (2). 
Details of the test methods: see Commission Decision 92/340/EEC.  

 


